Ithaca High PTSA Meeting for October 7th, 2014
Meeting minutes by Tonya Engst, PTSA Secretary

GENERAL MEETING
The first part of the meeting included several dozen people in the K-building auditorium as
Steve Jones from the guidance office gave a helpful presentation about the process of applying
to college. He distributed a handout (a scan is included at the end of this PDF) focusing on to-do
items for each year of high school, and he answered many questions. After reading this
handout, if you have any questions, do get in touch with the guidance department.
The second part of the meeting took place in the same location, but with fewer attendees:
Amita Verma, Deb Jordan, Esther Racoosin, Barbara Bergman (IHS Family Liaison), Pat Fox,
Tina Hallock, Anne Horst, Tonya Engst, Shivaun Archer, Lori Sonion (sp?)
TREASURER’S REPORT (Shivaun Archer)
Shivaun walked us through the proposed budget, which is attached at the end of the PDF
version of these minutes. Shivaun explained that she has devised it by looking at previous
spending and income from the past 2 school years.
Part of the budget is estimating our income, so we talk about our membership goal for this year.
The membership goal for this year is 300 members (last year we had 309 members).
To make everything work for our budget, we will need to hold one fundraiser. Esther Racoosin
has suggested a coffee fundraiser, which could serve this purpose.
We decide that if we end up with income in excess of our estimate, then we’d like to move that
income to the budget “line” for the Family Liaison Program.
A vote in favor of the budget is passed unanimously (plus Wendy Bakal had voted for it in
absentia). We do have a sufficient number of members voting, so the budget is officially passed.

FUNDRAISING (Esther Racoosin)
We will be selling six blends of coffee. We will earn about $5 per bag in profit. Esther will make
up a flyer. [Before the completion of these minutes, the fundraiser has been completed.]

MEMBERSHIP (Tina Hallock)
We are still a little short on how many members we’d like to have, with 232 members so far the
school year. We are hoping to pick some up at the Open House

PTA COUNCIL LIAISON (Pat Fox)
On Tuesday they’ll be announcing the interim principal. Pat says that our superintendent, Dr.
Brown, thinks we can expect this sort of principal turnover rate, with a principal staying in the job
for only a few years, to continue.

